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PRESIDENT’S PAGE (& Editor)
Hi All,
Sadly no AGM and Herd Tour this year. Our accounts have been
reviewed by our reviewer, Mrs Lauren Jones, and will be emailed
to all full members. Please notify the Secretary if you have any queries.
It has been a sad few months for members with the passing of Life Member &
joint Patron, Peter Fleming; Life Member John Watson; longtime breeder Gena
Shepherd of Rangitihi stud and in the UK, Yvonne Prescott, of the Woldsman
Stud. So much knowledge is lost when doyens of the breed pass on. Cards
have been sent to the families from the Association. Judy Evans and I travelled
down to Peter Fleming’s very well attended funeral in Christchurch. Anne
McSweeney & Gordon Thomson were also present to pay their respects.
Some things move very slowly – yesterday the acceptance of our visa
application for Kenya arrived in the inbox. The fact that it was dated 30 July
for a trip that was supposed to have taken place on the 24 th of March seems to
say it all really! Not withstanding, that our Kenya part of the Tour was cancelled
once the borders were shut, while we were still in South Africa. The mills grind
slowly. We would still love to get to Kenya and possibly return to South Africa
if heatlh, finances and the opportunity should coincide at some future (a long
way into the future I suspec!t) date. It was a great trip.
The Treasurer has asked me to mention that there are still a few
outstanding subscriptions. We would love to have you remain as member/s.
However, should you decide you no longer wish to belong, please notify our
Secretary so that we do not continue to pay to print, and mail out, copies of the
newsletter out to you.
With the overseas trips put on hold, remember that Wairarapa breeders have
spare beds, if you decide to look around NZ instead.

Cheers
Helen McKenzie
President
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SECRETARY’S SAY

Sadly, thanks to Covid-19 any idea of a herd tour has been put
on hold until next year. Next year is the Association’s Centenary
since it was formally founded in NZ.
Following consultation with our South Island members, next year’s
celebrations, Herd Tour and AGM will be held in the Wairarapa in April/May.
Watch this space for updates.
Due to the restrictions for meeting in place at that time and with respect for
the safety of our members, the Executive Committee decided to cancel this
year’s AGM. For full members, you will shortly receive the reviewed financial
accounts for the last financial year. Please advise ASAP if you have any
questions.
Here’s hoping you are managing to keep warm and wishing you all a healthy
calving season.
Kirsty Loveday
Secretary
027 207 6007
redpollassociationnz@gmail.com

NZ RED POLL BADGES
The Association had a badge when we first joined in about
1987, however supplies have long since run out. I have priced
new ones, same image but a little bit bigger to have more
impact. The firm still had one of our badges on file. We can
get 100 done for little more than cost of 50 ($943/$793). To set up a totally
new design could cost a lot more. Before I order (which the Executive have
agreed to) may I please have an indication of interest. I think first badge
would be about $15 but if you buy more than one price could come down a
little. The shape is an outline on left & top, not square as in the photo. It is
enamel & brass not plastic. Make good gifts for overseas Red Poll friends too!
Helen 06 372 7842
Email: rosemarkie@wise.net.nz
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PATRON’S PAGE
It is with sadness that I realize that Peter Fleming’s pen will no
longer be at work bringing views and news, wisdom and insight
to the pages of this newsletter. Like many others who have
known him, I will sorely miss him and his column. Peter was a
true Red Poller with a lifetime of cattle experience and a loyal
supporter of this association.
Many of us will be watching over our springers as they come close to, or have
already, calved. The annual cycle of breeding and birth gives real meaning to
the life of a cattle breeder. I am far from being an expert in the field of gestation
in Red Polls but what little I do know is that what happens at calving is
inextricably tied up with the characteristics of the sire and the dam. Red Polls
usually deliver low birth weight calves which is a significant attribute when it is
aligned with the rapid weight gains of Red Poll calves being suckled on rich and
copious Red Poll milk. Those attributes are evident in our calves which are about
to be weaned. Across the last few weeks I have been delighted to note the
rapid growth of those calves, especially the half dozen young males which we
have left entire. They are promising to become very presentable commercial
breeding bulls, hopefully destined for service with dairy heifers.
I have been delighted to know that our son Michael, who is a vet in UK, has
become the proud owner of a Red Poll heifer. In the fullness of time that may
become the foundation cow of another Red Poll herd.

Robin Shepherd QSO
10th July 2020
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR GENA SHEPHERD
The service will be held in the Te Ahu Centre on the corner of Matthews Avenue
and South Road, Kaitaia.
The family invites you, and any who knew her. to join with us at 1 p.m. on 22 nd
August for the service and afterwards for afternoon tea. There will be Tribute
boards available for any written messages or other tributes to be displayed.
Contact Robin on rlshepherd@orcon.net.nz or phone 09 408 4192.
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EVANLEA REPORT
Calving has started with a heifer and bull calf so far. Hopefully, we have some
sunshine soon after a week of wet, gloomy weather but not really cold. The
grass does appear to be still growing.
Helen and Judy attended Peter Fleming's funeral in Christchurch. He was so
highly regarded in many ways within his community and wider roles including
of course his passion for the Red Poll cattle breed. Both Mark and Ian spoke very
eloquently, and a grandson spoke on behalf of his daughter and family in UK
who, due to travel restrictions were sadly unable to be with the family.
We feel so grateful to be living in NZ where this Covid 19 is at present under
control, as the isolation process for arrivals appears to be preventing community
spread. How long we can keep this going is the big question. We have family
and friends in UK who are finding life quite difficult and feel concerned with the
way Covid is being, or not being managed.
Petrusa [SA Tour leader] has compiled a hard cover photo book of the trip which
has just arrived by courier as the postal service in South Africa is almost nonexistent at present. A great souvenir of the trip with hundreds of photos.
Things are about to change in the Evans household. We will be dispersing our
herd in April next year. As we are getting older it will be nice to have spare time
for other activities, like travel when we want to, not when we have to. We will
continue to farm but no calving or lambing in the cold of winter. Dry stock will
allow us to have a lot more spare time for other things. We will be sad to see
the Red Polls go but
time waits for no man.
We will keep in touch
as members of the
Association.
 Photo: Cows up

next to the house
ready for calving,
always nosy peering over the fence looking for something to eat from the
garden!
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Tour group at Cango Wildlife Ranch [Sitting in a crocodile’s mouth! Helen]
L-R Back: Warwick Potts, Pieter Nieuwoudt SA, Douglas Payne AUS, Dan
Schmiesing US, Albert Hancock AUS.
Middle: Graeme Evans NZ, Bloom Wellington JAM, June Ostigh, Michael
Bassula AUS, Catherine Payne AUS, Dorothy Hancock AUS, Karl Wellington
JAM.
Front: Petrusa Marais SA (Tour guide), Anzabeth Nieuwoudt SA, Robin Dawes
AUS, Helen McKenzie NZ, Judy Evans NZ, Ayleen Dawes AUS.

Graeme & Judy Evans
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INTERNATIONAL RED POLL
CONGRESS SOUTH AFRICA,
March 2019
Sunday 8th March, Day Three
This morning we are on our way to Stellenbosch, a renowned university town,
in the biggest wine region of South Africa. Before then we had to walk down to
into nearest main street to catch our bus as the big cycle race is today. We
were directed up the road a bit
where we found a temporary
overhead footbridge had been
erected overnight and could then
walk over to our waiting bus on
Regent Street, the local main
street.
The
cycles
and
accompanying
cars
were
certainly travelling fast.

The temporary bridge & cyclists
➢
Once on the bus Petrusa recited a few items of interest about South Africa –
the national flower is the King Protea; national animal is the Springbok; tree is
the Yellow Wood, bird is the Blue Crane, food is the Braavlies (BBQ) and the
fish is the galjoen (In the Eastern Cape and KwaZulu-Natal, a more common

name for galjoen is "damba" which has a dual meaning: In Zulu, it means
"playful", a possible reference to the fish's behaviour among the waves.)
In South Africa, in the South West rainfall is mainly in the Winter. The rest of
the country gets mostly Summer subtropical cyclonic rain.
Lots of oleanders in flower along the median strip on the highway as we left
town. The motorway speed is 120 km per hour. Petrusa explained that in South
Africa the rail system is not very good and too many big trucks wreck the roads.
We passed a huge shopping area called “Century City”. Two very grand identical
buildings either side of the entrance.

9

We see our first Springbok in the paddocks. They are not a protected species,
smaller in size than I imagined. We travel past Beyerskloof, a huge winery
complex. The vineyards along the roadside look pretty dry. In the distance are
the rugged Simonsberg Mountains – named after Simon van der Stel, first
governor of the Cape and founder and namesake of Stellenbosch and Simon's
Town. Petrusa mentioned that most of South Africa’s “Coloured” population are
found round Stellenbosch; further north are the true black Africans.
The drive took about 45 minutes from Cape Town. We went for a drive through
one or two of the main streets. Stellenbosch University is now multicultural with
both English and Afrikaans based tuition. The buildings in the town show a
Dutch influence and look very well maintained.
Our first programmed visit today is to the Spier Estate Owl Encounter. Far
more than owls were met with here. They also have secretary birds, eagles,
falcons, vultures, snakes
and
the
piece
de
resistance – Meer cats.
They really were the
cutest little guys. A 1.25
litre soft drink bottle had
been cut in half with the
bottom half put in their
pen for them to play with.
So much fun to be had
with that!

Judy Evans (NZ) makes
the acquaintance of an
owl ➢
There was an opportunity to get up close and personal with several of the birds
allowed to fly among our group. Our group and other visitors sat in a covered
shed with several rows of seats. The birds were released individually under the
watchful eye of their keeper and flew to small perches held by those wishing to
have a closer look.
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Also, able to be handled under supervision, was a python. The skin is incredibly
soft to the touch and the markings on the skin are beautiful.
 Warwick Potts (NZ) obviously

enjoying his time with the python.
From the menagerie we walked
along to the Spier Winery to partake
of chocolate and wine pairing, with
three varieties of chocolate and
three different wines. An interesting
concept but I think I prefer them
both alone! This was followed by a
light lunch of breads, salads, olives
and a selection of cheeses.
Our next stop was the Christian Barnard Heart Museum situated at the
Groot Schuur Hospital. It was an interesting tour, with a very enthusiastic
female guide but most of us found it a little long at 2 hours. There are many
silicon figures in tableaux, with one of Barnard behind his desk talking on his
phone (so real!) and another is of
the staff working in the operating
theatre. This is the actual theatre
where the first transplants took
place. Apparently, there was quite
a lot of politics involved behind the
scenes which no one from outside
was really aware of.
Photo: Our very enthusiastic ➢

guide tells us about Louis
Washkansky – the first heart transplant recipient. The patient & the figure in
the hospital gown are made of silicon. They were absolutely life-like.
From there, it was on the bus again to return to our Hotel for dinner (lamb
sliders followed by crème brulee with roiboos flavouring) and pack our bags for
7.30am next morning.
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Monday 9th March, Day Four
Outside the hotel I counted 6 large cargo ships in the harbour. Seapoint (where
our hotel is) has lots of four or five storey apartments lining the coast road with
NZ Pohutukawa trees along the esplanade. I understand the trees are almost
considered weeds in some areas. It was rush hour as we left the hotel – mainly
small and medium sized cars.
First stop today is the ARC (Agricultural Research Council) Western Cape Bull
Testing Centre run in conjunction with the Western Cape Department of
Agriculture and Wes-Kaap Bultoetssentrum at Elsenburg.
This centre was quite small scale but is not the only testing centre in South
Africa. Six of them are under ARC management running 2,000 -3,000 bulls
altogether.
Young bulls are tested immediately after weaning under intensive (feedlot)
conditions. The average weight for weaner bulls on entry is 265kgs.
The diet is standard over all testing centres. They have an adaptive period of
28days to gradually get used to their rations and then a 12week test period.
Individual feed intake is recorded. They are fed ad lib and weighed weekly.
They wear transponders around their necks which record number of times they
visit the feed dispensers. The object is to simulate feedlot environment as 75%
of all beef in South Africa is produced from feedlots. Recorded traits include
average daily/weekly gain, daily/weekly feed intake, scrotum circumference and
shoulder height and body length.
Real time ultrasound images (RTU) are taken for subcutaneous fat (rib and
rump), eye muscle and marbling.
It costs the farmer R5,000. They pay for feed and drugs.
Apparently most bulls are Hereford and Red Angus. Bulls are branded when
passed. They must also pass breed inspection. It is also noted if they are
subject to bloat as this is heritable. A most informative visit.
From there we headed East on N1 (their SH1 equivalent) with a brief comfort
stop at Klemuts. We then travelled on, through the 4km long Huguenot tunnel
beneath the Du Toitskloof mountains; oversize vehicles may still have to use
the pass over the mountains. It cost our bus R179 to go through ($NZ15.82).
On the far side of the tunnel the landscape opened up to vineyards and peach
orchards. Grapes were being machine harvested. The area is part of the Breede
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River Valley. Each town one comes to has an “informal” settlement where many
of the Black Africans live. Housing varies from small but tidy looking concrete
block buildings to improvised shacks I’d be unwilling to keep wood in. No matter
the style of house there is usually a line of multi-coloured washing out to dry.
Some settlements have electricity, and some also have solar powered water
heaters. Those residents who are around look cheerful but life must be very
hard for many. Unemployment is high. Not sure what the people do who live
around the small towns; mainly farm work?
Lunch was at the highly recommended
Four Cousins restaurant in Robertson.
A very modern venue and menu, with
smoked salmon, rocket, strawberries
and Cape gooseberries as a salad
accompanied by good coffee.

Stunning entrance sculpture to Four
Cousins restaurant. ➢
Our next goal is 140km away – Riversdale - where we are to stay for the next
two nights at the Kweekkraal Guest Farm owned by the extended van Wyk
family – Pieter and Sandra were the main organisers of the South Africa Tour
and run the Dammerskloof Red Poll Stud.
Along the way we pass fields growing cocktail tomatoes, butternut pumpkins,
capsicums and also peach orchards. Soils are quite rocky. There are also many
hectares of covered orchards. Vineyards are in prominence with a lot of the
picking done by seasonal workers working for low wages.
Petrusa talked about further aspects of South Africa. It has 58 million + people
with about 28% literacy. Unemployment is about 30%. Around 30 million live
in poverty on less than R990 wages per month ($NZ87.47).
The town of Swellendam was established in 1745. There are many lovely old
Cape Dutch style houses. The surrounding country is rolling with more covered
crops in the distance. The hills on our left are massive lumps of rock. The
farmland has better soil – fewer rocks. Small groups of livestock visible – Boer
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goats and ewes with lambs, even some ostriches. Heading towards Heidelberg,
about 30kms from Riversdale.
We had time for an unscheduled side trip to visit a local Abattoir.

Abattoir Fashion leaves a bit to be
desired! ➢
Hessequa
Abattoir
was
established in 2007. It processes
both cattle and sheep and
distributes meat products to
wholesalers and butchers in South
Africa. They were one of the first
plants to put in a biogas plant to
generate electricity from waste
material.

After donning plastic booties, hats and tunics and listening to a health and
Safety briefing we went in to see a line of SAMM (South African Meat Merino)
type lambs being slaughtered, dressed and processed into cuts.
Not far to go now to the van Wyk’s family guest farm, Kweekkraal. On arrival,
unfortunately, there is a programmed power outage (load shedding). These
generally last a couple of hours and are very frequent throughout South Africa.
We were shown to our
chalets and then walked, or
were picked up by Nick in
the bus, to go to dinner.
The guest farm has several
lovely
chalets
for
accommodation as well as
a couple of large purposebuilt dining and function
rooms. A covered barbeque
area is also nearby.
One of the guest chalets ➢
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In the dining room we were seated and then welcomed by Pieter’s father and
mother, Joubert & Alida, along with Pieter & Sandra’s eldest son, AJ. Joubert
told us some of the family history of their home farm, about 5 kms from
Riversdale, which we visited the next day.
The farm was established in 1946 and the first Red Poll cattle arrived in 1952,
with the stud being founded in 1956. The farm now has the fourth generation
working on it. The family motto has always been “Faith, Family and Farm”. It
consists of 3,500 hectares of which about 600 hectares is natural veld pasture.
Half the arable land grows wheat, barley, oats and canola, with the remainder
allocated to dry land lucerne. Before replanting the soils are ripped/aerated.
Some soils are 400cm deep. They have used “no till” cropping for 20 years.
They do use some chemical weed control. Cash crops go in in mid-April and
grazing crops in mid-March. Harvesting is usually mid-October but can be as
early as September in a good year.
The sheep are their main focus and are managed using a progressive lambing
system known as the “star” system i.e. they have five lambing seasons in one
year. This means that there is a split flock of ewes which has a ewe group
lambing every 73 days. This allows the farm to have a constant cash input with
lambs available for market all year round. The lambs are weaned at 8 weeks
and fattened in the farm’s own feedlots and slaughtered at the Hessequa
Abattoir. Shearing is done 8 monthly. The stock obtain a lot of minerals from
the natural pasture. The average age of the ewes is 6 tooth. Flystrike can be a
problem.
 A mob of ewes & lambs mustered in for us to get a better look at.
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A stud SAMM flock of 600 ewes is kept as well. The stud was started in 1998.
The stock do well on natural pasture, with no extra feeding required to flush
the ewes. The ewes produce up to 4 litres of milk.
The farm also has 8 hunting dogs (Blue Tick and Greyhounds) and some stock
horses in residence. The horses are ridden around the lambing camps (a camp
seems to be a small paddock) and the dogs are used to control the jackals and
any other predators.
Their Red Poll stud runs 100-120 cows and bulls are supplied to the commercial
market. Their sales are made in North West and Free State as well as Namibia.
The buyers use them for crossbreeding and like the colour and the fact they
generally leave polled calves. The farm also runs a Senepol herd of 120 cows.
It was established in 2001 using Red Polls as the foundation cows. Senepols
are 50% Red Poll and 50% Senagalese N’Dama cattle. The stud bulls are run
with the cows for 63 days.

Dammerskloof Herd sire by Australian bull, Yongerellen Cecil Abductor,

Tag #2017/032
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While we were there the cows in the yard were sprayed with insecticide for
ticks. Spraying with a hose is a lot cheaper than pour on.
As well as livestock the farm has a brickworks, set up in 1969 by Joubert’s
father. It trades under the name “Spitskop Steenwerke”. It has now produced
bricks for more than fifty years. Originally it was producing 3,000 bricks a day.
Now with machinery upgrades it produces 10,000 to 12,000 an hour.
They have their own clay pit and transport it to the factory using their own
vehicles. There are four main types of clays used: shale, bentonite (slimy), illite
(and one other I missed the name of). They have a standard recipe to make
bricks that are consistent. The clay stands for about a year. Fine coal is added
at about 10-12% of mix. The clay is compressed to distribute evenly and then
the extruder takes the air out. They are then cut to size.
The pit has a mining right for 50 years with 10 yearly renewal. The overburden
is set to one side for rehabilitation of the site when extraction ceases. Presently
48 people are employed; when the economy is good this can rise to 160. At
present it is not viable to run a generator to power the plant when load shedding
occurs.

Dismantling
the
clamp kiln after
firing. Bricks on
pallets waiting to
be fired. ➢
The bricks are
stacked on pallets
in
herringbone
pattern for drying
outside. A good
wind dries them
more
quickly.
They are then fired in a brick “clamp” kiln with 250,000 bricks fired in one firing.
About 10 bricks per square metre are required for a house. To be continued…
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SOUTH AFRICA PHOTOS

Lotus flowers at Spier Estate

Function room at Kweekkraal

Bus driver Nic Ellis & the tour bus

Dammerskloof - Senepol & 2 RP bulls

Wine & Chocolate pairing at Spier’s

Local workers at the brick Factory
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Garthmyl Yvonne
Feature Cow
by Helen McKenzie, Rosemarkie Stud

Yvonne and her heifer calf, R. Fred’s Yonita Tag P87, born 1996
Garthmyl Yvonne was the cow that a good number of our current cows
descend from. She was bred by Ken Elliot of the renowned Garthmyl stud which
was founded by his father John Elliot in 1928. Sadly, the herd did not carry on
following Ken’s death in 2011.
Yvonne was born in 1987. She was registered in Vol 38. She was sired by
Garthmyl Suitable and out of Garthmyl Sylvia. Sylvia was a granddaughter of
Larkhill Bottler (Aus.) and of Mistley Linking Licias (UK). Yvonne was sold the
following year to AS and LAM Harvey of Dargaville who began the short-lived
Crossroads Stud. She then went to Davie-Martin’s Martinvale Stud. Don had
the first of three heifer calves recorded in 1989, MV Yoeman Yvonne, followed
by a gap, presumably a bull; then 1991 was MV Bonz Yvonne and 1992 MV
Bionic Yvonne.
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We acquired her from Don in 1993, in calf
to Inglebar Bonanza. She had the first of
nine heifers for us in 1993; R. Bonanza’s
Yoxante Tag #L87 who first calved as a
2yr old and went on to have 7 bulls and 6
heifers for us.
R. Bonanza’s Yoxante ➢
 Next was R. Cuthbert’s
Yolande #M43 who first
calved at 3yr old and had 7 bulls
and 7 heifers for us. One of her
daughters, Ego Yantara, Tag
Z4, had 8 calves for us with a
Dawn Mist Emirate daughter of
hers, R. Emir Ianthe having had
6 calves so far for us.
Yvonne’s next calf was R. C. Yona #N70, sold to Ian Stewart of Mangaroa Stud;
followed by R. Fred’s Yonita #P87 (see first photo) by Tamihana Favourite Fred,
sold to Neil Wilton’s father, Bill.
The first of Yvonne’s two bull calves, York, by R. Bonanza’s Bramwell, sold to
Stephanie Atkinson; Yvonne was dry in 1998 but we gave her another chance
as we’d had a big
drought from late 987.
 In 1999 she had the
first of 3 daughters by
Willow
Lea
Jacob,
Yonina, Tag #S20 – a
very average cow as a
breeder; then Yoko,
#T12 who had 6 bulls &
2 heifers – Yoko got very
sick in 2008 but after a
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vet visit & some medicines she had 2
further bull calves but was really never
the same cow and was culled in 2016.
We used one of her sons, Trounce
Rangiora, E11 as a sire in 2015.
R. Jac’s Yoko Tag T12 ➢

 R. Trounce Rangiora
Yosu #V7 was the dam of the oldest
cow currently in our herd, C8 R.
Trounce Yulan who has had 10 calves
for us so far, 6 heifers and 4 bulls;

Tamihana Lion’s Baubel was the next sire Yvonne went to and had R. Bel’s
Yoshina, #W8, sold commercially as a yearling and bought back the following
year and her last heifer was R. Bel’s Yonne #X5. Yonne had 11 calves, 6 heifers
and 5 bulls.
Yvonne’s last calf was a bull by Woodcock’s Ego. He had a leg back and she
had to be assisted calving. At the age of 17 we decided she had done her dash
and did not put her back to the bull. She was sent to the works before the
following Winter at 18
years old. She still had an
udder like a 3yr old that
collapsed up to nothing
after each weaning. She
was truly a lovely cow.
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Yvonne at 18years

STONEY ACRES REPORT
Hello Fellow Breeders,
As the new norm is now here, it is time to get back as much of the old norm as
you want or can have. After a wee hurry up from our Editor who does such a
great job, I will put pen to paper again.
As I have found out this year, you cannot do all things well by trying do
everything at once, so I’m taking some down time from work to sort farm/family
estate out and focus on my lovely Red Polls At Wilton’s Road and also getting
on with the next stages of subdivision which are in the planning phase.
With autumn over (and short it was) for winter grass growth. Two more calves
born; had a bull and a heifer, making 5 autumn calves in total. Those white
fluffy things [sheep - Editor] finally went off to the works. I found out I was
about to lose another block of the old farm to the new owners so had to send
autumn cows and calves off down the road to a caring neighbours for grazing.
This allowed the main herd to enjoy the new grass in what is known as the hay
shed paddock, chasing the electric fence for most of winter, remaining in good
condition ready for calving soon and awaiting spring growth. After a lot of
advice and current mistakes/experiences I am changing my plan to be able to
maintain top quality animals on Wilton’s Road with ten cows, one bull, two
young animals and ten sheep.
Must go now to shift the fence and check the cows as they are very close to
starting calving.
Stay safe.

Neil Wilton
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SCHRAFFT FARMS REPORT
We are sad to hear that Peter Fleming has died. From what we have read and
been told we know that Red Pollers in New Zealand have much to thank him
for.
Winter is here but a very different winter to the usual.
Firstly, the daytime and night time temperatures have been far higher than
normal. Some seven degrees above the average of ten years ago.
Secondly, we have had more than usual sunny days.
Thirdly, we have recently experienced weather which is more like an Indian
monsoon. This has caused some major flooding with attendant access
problems. No cattle washed away but fences are needing urgent attention to
clear debris and repair damage.
Fourthly, kikuyu grass has continued to grow, where usually it has become
dormant.
As I write this we are being kept busy with calf watch which unhappily has not
gone well to start with, one calf being smothered by the mother and another
very healthy looking calf which apparently failed to take its first breath. These
are calves from black white-face cows by a Simmental bull. Happily, further
calves are doing well.
Our Red Poll herd is doing very well. We have 18 x 18month old Red Poll heifers
proving that they will add considerable weight despite having had to come
through a drought. We are planning to use Australian semen to inseminate
these in late winter. We have three Red Poll cows close to calving and six lovely
red calves doing very well off their four year old mothers. We have a further
seven Red Poll cows which are empty and that we are synchronising for
insemination in late winter. By then we are hoping to have received a shipment
of semen from Australia.
We are missing Gena who had a vested interest in our Red Polls and who was
always ready to comment and make helpful suggestions. Her legacy of excellent
cattle will be well looked after in our herd.

Rob & Joanne
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One of 18 eighteenmonth Red Poll
heifers doing well
on Schrafft Farms
tough hill country

CROFTHEAD FARM – AUGUST 2020
We are busy adding the final touches to our house and desperately awaiting a
move in date. Three years of even a small commute to check on the cattle is
enough. We are certainly looking forward to the days of being able to simply
look out a window instead of having to defrost a car on these cold mornings,
just to shift a fence. If the cold mornings continue, I have threatened to add
WIFI to all the gates and open them from the warmth of the bedroom. Robert
is definitely not impressed with this plan!
The herd is doing well and we are definitely seeing the results of a smarter
feeding plan this year. Two have calved already (the result of a disagreement
on when to put the bull in; seems like he had a busy morning that day), twenty
to go. All smooth sailing to date so fingers crossed for a continuing trend.
The weather broke in time and we now are well off for grass and feed so are
looking forward to a hopefully joyful season.
Hoping this finds you all well.

Kirsty and Robert
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USA UPDATE - Dan Schmiesing
(Apologies to Dan – this was omitted from the March Newsletter – not much has
changed since he wrote it!)
To all our Kiwi Red Poll friends especially those who shared the
World Red Poll Tour in South Africa. It was fantastic (thanks to
all the SA breeders) it is just too bad the corona virus had to
mess with the end and the travels to home for everyone. It took
me 3 days to get home, not the end I was looking forward to.
We did not get to go to Kenya which was another bummer. I still hope to get
there before I get too old. The friendships developed over the years is a big
part of the tour. You kiwis may eventually get me to understand your game of
cricket.
The US is practically shut down, as is the world, I guess. Hopefully by the time
this is published we will be able to see the light at the end of the tunnel. I
cannot begin to fathom the effect economically this will have on the world, not
to mention the human aspects. I do not feel the “experts” had any idea how
contagious this would be. Hopefully, many will learn a lot from this tragedy.
In general, the US weather is normal except it hardly froze this winter. We will
see what effect this has on the crops this year. We certainly do not have the
drought problems of NZ, Australia, and SA. The experts say this is changing,
hopefully they are right for your sake. As is usual the cattle industry is struggling
to make a profit, except for the wholesalers. This seems to always be the case.
I wish I had a solution. A lot of the Red Polls steers are marketed privately. The
few that are sold commercially have to be sold on the grid (on the rail, carcass
evaluated) or they get heavily discounted. There are breeders that believe the
“heritage” of Red Polls is important but they tend to be very small breeders. I
still believe that Red Polls can be an important part of the world cattle industry.
We just have to show people what they can do.
Lastly, for those of you that did not know, this past year I lost 3 people
important in my life. Mary Jo passed away last June after an 18 year battle with
cancer. One and a quarter years ago she wanted one last visit to NZ. That says
a lot about you people. You all know what a loss this is for me. We also lost
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Jim McKee of McMarshall farms who most of you know as a true leader in the
US Red Poll world. We also lost Wayne Fish who while only in Red Polls for
about 15 years had a great effect on our breed.
To all my friends in NZ I hope to see you down the road.

Dan Schmiesing
(Mardan Acres, Ohio)
EXCITING NEWS FROM AUSTRALIA
Dear Helen,
We recently entered an online competition with our bull Omega 3 Gustav. It
was an interbreed competition and the cattle were judged from a photograph.
Gustav was successful in the ‘any other breed’ section. The competition was
run, mainly, due to the cancellation of the Sydney Show so there were a lot of
well-prepared cattle. Some studs used professional photographers.
Gustav was entered in the online competition as a junior bull. He is by Omega
3 Sage who was the supreme exhibit at the Sydney Royal in 2017. His dam is
a lovely, easy doing type with low birth weight figures. Sage’s progeny all show
good width and depth. We plan to use Gustav at our next joining.
Hope all is well in New Zealand.

Nick & Prue Lee, Omega 3 Red Polls


Omega
Gustav
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3

NEWS FROM BRAZIL
(in reply to email from me – Helen)
How do you do? We are fine here in South Brazil, in fact our state Rio Grande
do Sul has the low incidence of COVID per inhabitant in the country, but we are
facing several restrictions, with all schools closed since March 16th and
commerce closed at the moment, except supermarkets and other essentials.
Our major Exhibition that occurs every year in the end of August, EXPOINTER,
has been cancelled this year due to Covid.
In terms of Red Poll, I do believe that currently we have between 4 to 6 active
Red Poll breeders in Brazil that are registering cattle. All of them in the two
southernmost states, Rio Grande do Sul and Santa Catarina. According to Herd
Book Collares, that is the National Official Register Service, there are 743 Pure
Blood active Red Poll animals and 178 Pure Per Breeding. Last year, 32 new
animals were registered by HB Collares, all Pure Blood.
We have a Whatsapp Group where Red Poll breeders and enthusiasts share
information and pictures. If you send me your fone contact I could ask my wife
to add you, and you will see some comments there, in Portuguese,
unfortunately.
I will ask for the emails from the members of our Whatsapp Group that are
interested in receiving your news and send you soon.
Attached there are two recent pictures, one of two of my cows Pure Red Polls
in winter pastures this month. Despite I am not registering any more I still have
some registered cows and eventually some pure Red Poll calve born, as my
brother still have some Pure Bulls. The other picture is from a countryside
exhibition in Agua Doce in Santa Catarina, this month. It is not a good picture,
as the bull is hidden by the poster, but it shows how we normally sell bulls in
rural exhibitions. The age and the weight of the bull are shown in the poster.
Prices for Cattle and all rural products are in higher level ever in Reals (our
currency), but this is not true for all products in US Dollars. Brazilian exports of
agricultural products are expanding even during de Pandemic, mainly to China.
But our economy is suffering a lot with the Pandemic and the restrictions, that
are longing more than 120 days in some areas. A lot of people lost their jobs
and their businesses. But I hope we are getting close to the end.
Kind regards, Roberto Schroeder
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Red Poll heifers in Brazil

Red Poll bull at sale in Brazil
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YONGERELLEN STUD, WESTERN AUSTRALIA, UPDATE
I would have loved to be travelling on both of the last two Red Poll tours but
the cost and the lack of full-time support on the farm have made it very difficult.
I have cut down my farming operation and leased three quarters of the farm.
That all work quite well but does limit income and my reduced area does not
produce enough income for full time staff. Simple solution would be to get rid
of the lot but my head and heart have not quite reached that stage yet. This
Corona shut down has hit me in the realisation that the things I enjoy and look
forward to have all been taken away from me with no guarantee they will be
available next year or the one after, or that I will be fit (Ha Ha) and well to
enjoy them.
Our season has been difficult with limited feed and shortage of water. We have
had OK winter rain for cropping but too patchy and in too small doses for good
feed. Who knows when we will get rain of sufficient volume for run off into
dams. We keep eternally optimistic.
Best wishes.

Murray Williams

EURIMBLA STUD, NEW SOUTH WALES
Thank you very much for informing us of the sad passing of Peter Fleming; he
was a wonderful man who we will all miss.
After receiving your email I pondered on the wonderful characters who have
supported and loved the Red Poll breed and the people associated with it. I
thought of perhaps one such person from each country and for me Peter
Fleming was and is that person for New Zealand.
I met Peter when I showed him a young bull, Ingleden Moses, which he
purchased later that year, and on numerous occasions since then, including on
three World Red Poll tours and when I judged at your National show in
1999. We will all be sorry that we didn’t have more time with Peter and Eleanor.

Ian & Jill Coghlan
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NEWS FROM THE UK
What a strange year it has been with the Covid-19 pandemic and all the
restrictions placed on us. From a personal point of view the family are all good
and coping well with the situation. The main difference I have had is not going
to any shows and therefore meeting members for the annual catch up. The
office has been busy with a very good number of cattle sales going through
including 10 new members signed up. I have also spent time on the phone
contacting members to keep in touch which has been really beneficial.
Interestingly I didn’t have to fill up the car with fuel for 8 weeks, usually I fill
up twice a week. I have started to go out and about again now but am limited
to where I can go and get back home within the day as hotels and eating
establishments are only just beginning to open again. Bull inspections have
been backing up but these have now all been completed mainly by myself and
Chairman John Williams. We continue to have a full Igenity Beef Profile carried
out on all registered bulls, plus a selection of cows for contract mating purposes.
The data being produced is very interesting; we haven’t got enough profiles yet
to be statistically meaningful but in time hopefully we will.
We have held a Photograph Competition which resulted in 177 entries; Joy
Broughton & myself judged it. We had the classes that we have for the Herds
Competition. Our Overall Champion being Richard Brookes’ Hepworth Melica
(photo attached) Reserve was Little Linton Holly owned by Paul & Alison Wisden
(photo attached).
Our AGM had to be postponed in April, but we are planning to hold it in late
July, government regulations permitting.
It was very sad to hear the news that Yvonne Prescott has passed away, she
will be sorely missed not only by her family but by the very wide gambit of
friends and associates she had contact with. The Society will miss her very
pertinent comments at Council meetings; she didn’t say a lot but when she did
you knew to take notice as they were always very valid points.
We have had an amazing summer so far with hot sunny weather, a bit too dry
for many as grass has been in short supply, however just as harvest has started
we have had a week of steady rain, great for the grass and livestock but not

30

what the arable boys want, still you can’t ever please everyone particularly in
this industry.

I hope you all keep well and safe
Best Wishes
Ray Bowler
Society Secretary [UK]

Hepworth Melica
Overall Champion
Owned by Richard
Brookes

Little Linton Holly
Reserve Champion
Owned by Paul &
Alison Wisden
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Red Poll Society (UK)
If you would like to join to the Red Poll Cattle Society
(UK) contact secretary@redpoll.co.uk
or write to:
The Secretary,
1 Nabbott Road,
Chelmsford,
Essex CM1 SW
The overseas membership subscription is £30 sterling; includes three printed
issues a year of the newsletter. The newsletter is also available to view on line
gratis.
Red Poll Merchandise
The UK Society has a fundraising 2020 Red Poll Calendar, branded sweat &
polo shirts etc for sale.
See their website under For Sale and Wanted – at the bottom is the
Merchandise.

FROM THE EDITOR
Hi Everyone,
Again, thanks to those who contributed to this newsletter. I had to find a few
extra photos to fill the gaps – a bit short on reports this time!
Don’t forget the old saying that a picture is worth a thousand words – so send
me photos. Preferably with captions that explain which animal/s or
person/people it is. Watch the backgrounds for other cattle’s feet, grubby
behinds etc. I never say no (well, rarely) to the written word either!

Helen
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A BIT OF HISTORY
Waihi Daily Telegraph, 6 January, 1938 (National Library Papers Past)
FARM AND DAIRY
-----------

RED POLLS
-----------

DUAL PURPOSE TYPE
-----------

VALUE FOR CROSSING
-----------

Although there are actually several Red Poll studs in the Waikato the breed is
perhaps not so well known as other breeds, but this dual purpose breed is
achieving increasing popularity in Britain and Ireland. The breed is also making
headway in South Africa and the following article, written by the Secretary of
the Red Poll Breeders’ Society of Great Britain and Ireland, which appeared
recently in the South African Farmer’s Weekly, sets out the various attributes of
the breed and indicates the progress the breed has made of recent years.
‘The Red Poll has a life three or four times as long as the average cow of which
the animal husbandry experts talk, which the present Minister for Agriculture in
England says live no longer than four and a half years (states the article). There
are entire Red Poll herds with cows averaging eight years of age and over,
which have produced, over a period of ten years, an average of 800 gallons of
milk annually on nothing but home-grown food without any manufactured
artificials.
This is some explanation of the excellent percentage of Red Polls that won the
Ministry of Agriculture certificates of merit last year, awarded only to cows that
have averaged 9,000lb of milk or more for three years, and have bred a calf
every year during that period. Of 135 Red Polls so successful, no fewer than
56, with an average age of 11½ years, averaged more than 10,000lb of milk
for the last three years. The entire 135 had an average age of eight years, a
fact which strongly supports the contention that the average Red Poll has a
much longer span of life than the average British cow.

33

DEHORNING OTHER BREEDS
Is it not significant, at a time when the horned breeds are giving place to polled
cattle, that the Red Poll is being largely chosen for the specific purpose of
dehorning other cattle? But the Red Poll is also required for other reasons. Until
special investigations were undertaken, the extent to which it is being used for
crossbreeding was not appreciated. In South Africa, it seems, it has been
crossed mainly with Shorthorns, Friesians, Devons, and Afrikanders. There is a
shortage of Red Poll sires, and would-be breeders, as proved by the
communications I have been receiving, have failed entirely in their quest for
bulls within that Dominion.
Though the shortage is not so acute in Australia, nevertheless, through the use
of Red Poll bulls for the conversion of Shorthorns and Herefords into polled
cattle, the demand has been well sustained for a long time.
The president of the Australian Red Poll Breeders’ Association is engaged upon
an experiment in cross-breeding that may have far-reaching effects. The owner
is crossing Herefords with Red Poll bulls, and the result is expected to “be the
founder of a type of cattle as definite and as world-famed in the cattle industry
as the Corriedale in the sheep world”.

Peter Fleming’s casket with his Red Poll sign
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ROSEMARKIE REPORT
Must be springtime, I have daffodils out in the garden and an orphan lamb in a
box in the kitchen. A nice sprightly lamb so hopefully might find a other in the
next few days.
Calving won’t start for a couple of weeks yet but we’re looking forward to calves
by our own bull, Ash Charleston and by Gravel Pit Tonka who is by Raedean
Maximus. We have about 28 cows to calve this year and quite a few heifers on
the place so will be taking three or four off the top I expect as well as having a
couple of yearling heifers for sale later on – not all for pedigree breeding.
I have decided that once we’ve decided to cull an animal no second chances!
Because of this we keep cows to be culled empty then there is no temptation
to change one’s mind. There is a reason you picked them out to cull in the first
place!
We have started the main lambing in the last couple of days with several sets
of twins in both the Shropshire and Ryeland flocks. We’ve had good demand
for Shropshires with two South Island breeders placing advance orders for
surplus ewes and two North Island breeders also. Our Ryeland flock we will
not sell ewes from unless the buyer plans to register. National numbers rose
about 30 registered ewes this year to just over 220 plus young stock. Just need
a few more flocks, preferably with room to expand. Last year we had about 20
ewe lambs that could not be registered unfortunately and Kelvin and Kath Lane
bought them along with some rams. They are keen to try them commercially
as Kelvin remembers Ryelands being in the sale yards from his younger days
and thinks they have a role to play in modern farming.
Keep safe, Helen & Warwick
Photos Back Cover:
Top: Seaview Movin’ On by Birchwood Movin’ On ex Seaview Marina 2nd,
taken at Mel Munro’s Seaview Stud, 1996 Herd Tour
Bottom: Cows at Dammerskloof Stud, South Africa, March 2020
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