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PRESIDENT’S PAGE (& Editor)
Hi All
I was incredibly sad to hear of the death of long time Red Poll
breeder, Mrs Gena Shepherd. With all the Covid 19 hassle going
on at present one can only feel extreme sympathy for Robin and his extended
family trying to organise a funeral. There will be a memorial service at a later
date.
Mention of Covid 19 and the period of limited social mingling for an unknown
length of time brings me to the subject of our postponed AGM…
After discussion with our Executive we have decided to postpone the meeting
and cancel the herd tour.
Once Alert Level Three (better yet, Two) comes into operation I would like to
have an Executive meeting with Neil, Graeme, Robert, and hopefully Kelvin
and myself with the Secretary and go through the Reviewed Accounts
(underway at present). A quorum for the Exec is 3. The Executive will be
notified nearer the time once the criteria for Levels Three and Two are
available.
If Level Two comes by early June hopefully we could make up the numbers
for an AGM quorum. For an AGM a quorum is only 6 so I think we should be
able to gather enough members from not too far away to pass the Accounts.
Only one vote per herd of course. If this goes ahead we’ll call for any urgent
matters for the Agenda from members. At this stage we are considering that
the current executive members remain the same until the 2021 AGM.
Kirsty has said she will be retiring from her position as Secretary after the
AGM. She has been very busy in her role as a local midwife.
Judy Evans has indicated she can fill the gap until the 2021 AGM.
Any volunteers to fill the role from the 2021 AGM?

Helen McKenzie
President
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SECRETARY’S SAY
Is this what it means to be living in interesting times? Well it
certainly is different and something I never thought I would
see in my lifetime. But kudos to all the essential workers out
there keeping things going, including farmers. I am certainly appreciating our
home milk delivery service right now!
Due to the current level 4 restrictions, obviously the AGM is postponed until
further notice. Keep an eye on the website for an update on when this will be
but you are welcome to connect with the executive members at any time by
phone or email.
As travel restrictions are likely to remain in place for some time, we
unfortunately will not be having a herd tour this year and the printing of the
herb book will also be delayed until printers re-open. There will be an update
on this later in the year.
Registration certificates will be sent out once the postal restrictions have
lifted.
Welcome home to our members who travelled to South Africa. It was good to
hear you were all home safely.
I hope you are all safe and well in your bubbles and please do not hesitate to
contact the association if you have any questions or concerns.
Kia Kaha.

Kirsty Loveday
7 Hessey Street
Masterton 5810
027 207 6007
redpollassociationnz@gmail.com
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PATRON’S PAGE I
(Sent in before Gena’s untimely death)
I write this as the country is being closed down, as our leaders
seek to slow down the rates of infection of Covid 19. The
outcomes are hard to anticipate but I am hopeful that the
constraints will be effective.
This event is unique in the history of human habitation of this planet. I see
that it is requiring drastic measures and that there will be implications which
will transform how we live in the future. Now, as an 84year old, I can review
my life and see how humanity and so-called civilization has changed in my
lifetime.
My parents had been tempered in the fires of WWI and the Spanish Flub
pandemic of 1918. They had both been members of large families who by
quirks of fate lost no members to the War toll or to that flu. They then
weathered the post war depression so when I was born in 1935, they had
high hopes of a new prosperous future but instead had to suffer and struggle
during the war years, 1939 to 1945. I can now look back and realise that
their conservative views had been honed by tough times. We recycled, we reused, we conserved food, we grew our own vegetables, we kept chickens and
bees, we economised on travel and we learnt to manage on three sets of
clothing, often wearing hand-me-downs. We became a tight-knit family who
worked together, played together and, on rare occasions, holidayed together.
We lived in small rural communities where people banded together to make
hay, to fell trees and saw timber, to build the local church or hall, to build
tennis courts or rugby fields. County Councils left us alone and we left them
alone to keep the roads open. We seldom saw a doctor or a nurse. We
survived without malls, supermarkets, fashion magazines, radio, telephone,
TV or the internet. We read extensively and learnt to play chess and checkers.
We were brought up with the smell of cow BO as we sat on a stool and hand
milked our house cow. We learnt a lot about animal husbandry from simply
having to do it. We made our own butter and fed extra milk to a pig which
consumed the kitchen scraps. We had a rubbish hole which after ten years
had just a few broken plates and bottles and rusty tins. Newspaper was a
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valuable resource and had a hundred uses from being used for inner soles to
toilet paper.
I have seen it all and now with the crisis on our hands at present I can see
this could be a major turning point in the way that the world of humans has
moved from the era of my youth to one of self-indulgence, profligacy and
wanton waste.

Robin Shepherd QSO

PATRON’S PAGE II
Hello All
I am based permanently in Ellesmere Hospital now. My
Parkinson’s is the problem and too much for Eleanor to cope with. We have a
chat on the phone every day.
Our daughter Rachel was over from the UK to stay for two weeks just prior to
the Covid 19 lockdown both here and in the UK. It was so lovely to see her as
she visited me each day. She arrived home to UK safely which was also good
to hear.
Thinking of you all and hope the Level Four lockdown has not been too
onerous. I’m sure lots of rainy day jobs are getting done!
Keep away from the bug.

Peter Fleming
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RANGITIHI AUTUMN REPORT 2020

[Sent in before Gena’s tragic demise- Editor]
It is hard to write this without it being coloured by the current serious Covid
19 constraints, but I will try.
We have suffered from drought conditions like many other parts of the
country. Hot dry days and no rain since a little before Christmas. Fortunately
we have had water both from our stream and a number of ponds and springs
which have continued to trickle. It is amazing that water can be stored under
the ground in such conditions and continue to flow. That may be a factor of
the fractured limestone base for much of our country.
We have had over 30ml in the last three days which has brought a tinge of
green to the hills but much more is needed to have any major effect. All the
drains on our farm are dry and it will take at least 200ml to get them wet
again. On the plus side it has been a good season for getting a digger in to
work on steep slopes and dig new ponds.
As a ten year old boy I can recall the 1946 drought here in the Far North and
this one is just as bad except that then we had hundreds of peat fires burning
which has not happened this time.
The kikuyu grass continued to grow for a long time especially on the hills
where we have never developed more productive swards of “English” grasses.
Those English grasses dried up by the end of January so since then the stock
have been on pasture which has been predominantly kikuyu and paspalum.
The animals are all looking bonny and well. The calves, all born from the end
of October, are doing very well. Red Polls are heat tolerant and good foragers
as well as being good milkers and loyal mothers. Fortunately, we have not
had to quit stock because of limited feed.
We have bought a young bull, Houtu Thor, from Nina Walker. He has settled
in well so at present we have two mating herds. We have kept six male calves
as bulls with the intention of providing them to the local dairy farmers for
mating with their heifers. We will have weaner heifers and steers to sell in
early winter.
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We continue to take a keen interest in the Red Polls which we have sold to
Rob Schrafft and Joanne, our daughter. Their Red Poll herd is also doing very
well. We had planned to join Rob and Joanne with importing some Australian
semen but the supply end has not been activated so far. That could be
because of their devastating bush fires.
We are sorry to see that our AGM is on hold but no doubt it will eventually
happen.

Gena and Robin Shepherd

GENA SHEPHERD by Robin
Gena was not of a farming background but
was always an animal lover!!! She hated to
see any creature suffering or being neglected
and collected waifs and strays including cats,
dogs, a stray steer and even a sparrow chick.
She had a horse from the age of eight and
when she died, she owned a swag of horses,
many of which are absolutely superb. They
have competed around the world often with
international success. In many cases her
daughter Joanne was a partner as rider
and on-site manager, especially in UK.

Gena hosting RP Tour in 2017
The cattle were an accident. We had land and needed grazers so we spotted
an advertisement in the local paper. There were eighteen females for sale. We
made contact and discovered that these animals were owned by an eccentric
Irishman who had them in about 100 acres of rough country of gorse and
scrub and a few nibbles. He, and we having taken a horse to help, managed
to get them into a small house paddock and they looked OK to us so we
agreed to buy them. Twelve of them were red animals and he told us they
were Red Poll cattle which meant nothing to us at the time. He said he had
bought them at a clearing sale in the King Country. We later discovered that
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they may well have come from an excellent herd. Eventually 17 were
delivered but one escaped as they were being loaded. She eventually turned
up on a farm some three miles away and we went to collect her in our horse
float. Loading her was a serious challenge and she nearly killed me in the
process.
Those Red Polls became the foundation herd as we early on recognized their
potential. We found a bull in the Tahiti Stud and bought Tahiti Berger as our
first sire. We then bred up for a number of generations before the herd could
have registered cattle. That was a long haul.
Gena very soon got to know each of the cows and their calves and that ability
to recognize each animal continued till her death.
We joined the Red Poll Association and she appreciated friendships and
contacts in that group and over the years she bred some excellent stock.
She was always happy to sell stock to others who wanted to try breeding Red
Polls and I recall seven small herds that she sponsored.
She also sold heifers to Association members but was never a voluntary
vendor as she hated selling “her friends.”
Culling old cows was even more traumatic. She would even sometimes find it
hard to sell weanlings when a calf had to be separated from mother and the
“extended family”.
Over the years she learnt that bovine friendships were not always
reciprocated. Once she was bowled over by a mother with a newborn calf and
Gena carried a twisted wrist for the rest of her life where the compound
fracture never set properly.
While she was an excellent stock manager she left the paper work to others
and sometimes that did not sync properly but such details did not trouble her.
Animal welfare issues did. She had an uncanny knack of being able to look at
a cow or calf and say straight away that something was not right.
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In the last two years she has been working closely with her son-in-law to be,
Rob Schrafft, sharing her knowledge of her cattle and their heritage so the
lines will surely continue. She loved going with Rob to see just how well the
Red Polls on his farms were doing and she always came home smiling.
A few hours before her death she went to see Houtu Thor to make sure that
he was putting on weight despite the fact that he was expected to be doing
that on some pretty rough, drought affected pasture. She reported that he
was doing well and that she was looking forward to seeing his calves on the
ground.
We have lost a person who was passionately supportive of Red Poll cattle and
who enjoyed her relationships with anyone who shared that interest. She will
be sorely missed, not only by humans but I am sure many cows as well, who
now will not be able to nose up to her wanting a scratch.

Gena (2nd from right) and Helen Bridson (far right) viewing Rangitihi cattle, Northland Tour 2017
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ATHBEY REPORT
With all our 3 children and their families in essential industries and locked
down we are pretty well left to run our farm and finish the few outstanding
contract re-grassing jobs around the district, by ourselves. On the positive
side we should be grateful that well into our 70’s we are still able to do this
work.
With no baled silage made in the spring, and our hay crop only ⅓ of what is
normally harvested, it shows this drought has been creeping up on us for
longer than we may have noticed. Calendar 2019 year rainfall was some
300ml less than average.
Our 18 month finishing cattle spent all February on crop, and when back on
grass these paddocks had nil growth while being spelled, in fact the gravel
ridges had burnt off, showing just how severe the scorching sun was. Since
the crop has finished and the finishing cattle have been back on scorched
grass remnants and bought in balage we have been amazed at their growth
rates, around 1 kg LW per day for March when we considered they were
being poorly fed.
Spring 2019 calving showed up a few possible genetic faults in our herd and
after analysing records going back a few years there was always a common
ancestor sire, so all cows of that blood line are being culled on weaning and
all heifers and calves have a culling mark.
Weaning will take place as soon as AFFCO can give us processing space.
We are just so relieved that we have never used any other bulls from this
blood line and more relieved we have never sold any.
It’s well known that in our herd every female from 2 years on must produce a
live unassisted calf every year or it and the calf have a one way ticket to Mr
AFFCO’s paddock. Our aim, as always, is to have the best herd of the best
breed in the country.
The last 4 days of March we had 34 mms of rain, the grass is responding but
more rain is needed for a good autumn growth.
Interesting times, if not a little terrifying, that we are experiencing at the
moment with this worldwide virus but hopefully more stable and better times
are not too far in the future.
Kind regards to you all

Athol & Betty Sowry
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Athbey Wilfred
Athbey Leander
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OPOUTERE REPORT
Greetings to fellow Red Poll farmers, from lockdown Opoutere. We are
extremely dry here, with only the occasional drop of rain since the end of
October. Old timers say they have not seen a drought like this before. I saw a
rabbit come from the neighbour’s kiwifruit orchard yesterday and it was
bringing a cut lunch with it. Fortunately, most farmers had silage left over
from the previous year, and we also had the chance to make a good supply in
October November 2019.
We have not weaned yet, at time of writing, early April, hoping we will get
some rain soon and have some grass to wean the calves onto. However, if
needs must, they will have to be fed just silage, as they are getting now along
with the cows.
We had a most enjoyable trip down to Invercargill for our youngest son’s
wedding at the end of January. The wedding was a lovely day and a great
time to catch up with all the extended family. Travelling through the McKenzie
country we stopped at a salmon farm and virtually walked into Ann
McSweeney coming out of the shop with arms full of salmon for her family's
evening meal, a very pleasant catchup.
On our way down we stayed in Masterton for a couple of days and caught up
with some of the Red Poll people, again a very enjoyable visit.
Travelling along a backcountry road in mid Canterbury we came across a herd
of what we took to be very nice Red Poll cows and calves. There was an old
farmer repairing an even older fence, so we backed up and introduced
ourselves. Turns out they were not Red Polls but a herd of Sussex cattle yet
they looked similar to Red Poll cows. He was an interesting man of the land
and told us he had farmed the Sussex herd for many years, but now he had
to use his own bulls, as the only other herd he knew of had been sold.
We had another trip to Masterton in early March to attend the Golden Shears,
another really enjoyable, fun, visit.
Wishing all fellow breeders a good winter, stay safe and look after your
neighbours.

Allan & Helen Bridson
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Allan got his arm twisted to participate in the Veterans’ Event at the 60th
Anniversary of the Golden Shears in Masterton.

Wairarapa Helicopters & Stihl Shop Masterton
Evergreens Shearing Final - Grade 3 (76yrs+)

Rank

Name

Town

Total

1

Hugh McCarroll

Tauranga

23.019

2

Jeff Crengle

Invercargill

26.977

3

Ian Stewart

Masterton

28.371

4

Allan Bridson

Whangamata

30.665

5

Sid Tatana

Masterton

31.497

6

Ian Harrison

Invercargill

40.080
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TAMIHANA FROM TARANAKI
We have just completed week one of covid-19 or Wuhan Flu lockdown. We
live in a reasonably isolated valley anyway, so it hasn’t made much difference
to our way of life. Still did our weekly shop last Saturday at New-World
Waitara, who seemed to have things under control with restriction of
numbers inside, and hand sanitiser at entry and exit point, while essential
items such as bread for example, were restricted to two per customer. The
previous week was totally different, with the panic buyers emptying the
shelves of many items, particularly toilet paper. I said to a shop assistant
who was filling an on-line order, “I didn’t know the flu gave you diarrhoea”,
he laughed and gave several more examples of products, usually totally
unnecessary, that had also totally sold out. Usually on a Sunday, an average
of 28,000 vehicles go past our gate. Last Sunday, 3 cars, one Fonterra tanker,
& a 20-wheeler delivery truck went by!
Stratford managed to hold its first Runner Fair on March the 19th. This being
the last sale held at those, & most other yards around the country. Prices
were down on the previous year, as was to be expected, considering the
extreme dry conditions affecting most of the country, coupled with a lower
meat schedule than experienced over the last couple of years. Calves
generally made around $2.80 to $2.90 per-kg live-weight.
Uruti Valley is exempt from droughts, so I kept my calves home and will
Winter them if need be. Made surplus baleage last Autumn and have had no
joy trying to sell it until now. Sad thing is much of it has been rat hole in the
base damaged, which we didn’t realise until we started shifting it.
Stock Firms are resorting to on-line, or in paddock selling, with no saleyards
operating. I sold ten black-white-face weaner steers to a neighbour last week
and just have fourteen 18mth steers to quit before the Winter sets in. England
had a long, particularly wet Winter that they are struggling to come out of.
We can usually expect the same. The droughts of the 60’s usually broke
around Easter. This one looks like it will do the same, although I hear the
East Coast & Wairarapa have had a good soaking over the last few days. [This
written on the 1st April]
Take care & be safe. Enjoy your isolation and be thankful you live in the
country with some Red Polls to admire.

Robin & Ann at Tamihana
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EVANLEA REPORT
Wow -- March was a month of highs and lows.
The grass all disappeared and Wairarapa was finally noted as being in drought
conditions – just as we were about to leave for the Red Poll World Congress
in South Africa. Adrian, our son, was given some basic trials in managing the
new tractor to allow him to feed out to cows and calves and ewes before
work.. Other stock was spread out into paddocks with some grass cover.
Elizabeth (daughter) John and Harry moved into the house as they are, (or
were!) building a new home, and had been living in Helen and Brett’s sleep
out.
We set off to South Africa, looking forward to meeting up with breeders from
other countries to enjoy the days of the well-planned Congress visit.
Graeme and I had 3 days at a Game Reserve first, in a Lodge in Madikwe
which was stunning, meeting all our hopes and expectations Graeme listed 28
different animals. We flew down to Capetown to be met by Petrusa, our tour
organiser. She was amazingly organised and helpful and added to the tour
progress immensely.
The itinerary was very well
planned with visits to many
places, both tourist and farming
interest. Highlights of course were
the Red Poll herds of Pieter and
Sandra van Wyk, Arnold Griesel
and Anzabeth Nieuwoudt which
we visited and the wonderful
hospitality we received. We
travelled from Capetown to
Johannesburg by road, driven
safely by Nick.
L-R Helen McKenzie, Graeme & Judy
Evans, Warwick Potts from NZ
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The group included four Australians couples, Karl and Bloom Wellington from
Jamaica, Dan Schmiesing from US and of course Helen and Warwick and
Graeme and I from NZ.
The Congress was very well organised and interesting with 2 excellent
speakers and each country’s reports were well received. New Zealand has
been nominated as the next host country in 2023.
We had some inkling that the coronavirus may have some impact on our
travel but not to the extent it finally did. Sadly, the trip to Kenya was
cancelled. After Singapore Airlines cancelled our flight home and concern from
family, I contacted our travel agent in NZ to investigate earlier flights home. A
3am phone call from him suggesting a flight was accepted, waking up Helen
and Warwick to see if they wanted to utilise this flight too. I just hoped I was
knocking on the right door!
We were able to visit the Woodrose Stud on our way north and after lunch
were driven to a small town to meet a transit driver to take us to
Johannesburg, a four hour drive. We were lucky to get home as Singapore
closed their airport for transit passengers the day after we went through.
We would like to thank the farmers, businesses and breeders who welcomed
us onto their properties and for their amazing hospitality. Also the tour group
who made the tour fun and memorable. It has been great to keep in touch
using WhatsApp.
Since we arrived home 125mm of lovely rain has fallen and the green tinge is
returning to the paddocks. The cows, calves and sheep all looking well. As you
all are, we are in lock down for 4 weeks. Family have made sure we have
whatever we need as we should not leave the property for 21 days. One of
the huge advantages of living rurally on a farm is life can sort of continue as
normal.

Graeme & Judy Evans
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STONEY ACRES REPORT
Hello Fellow Breeders
Yet again it’s been awhile since I have put pen to paper and late again. I have
a new job with no more shift work. The cows are getting used to some
routine on the farm eg regular feeding times and shifting of fences.
The end of winter went well, with a good calving. Some very nice calves on
ground and no real problems except I lost one of my oldest cows, had 14
calves in total, eleven of them being purebreds.
In the Wairarapa we have had a fantastic summer for swimming, with a nice
mix of sun and more sun. So, heading into autumn with the rains just arriving
and the change to green, I am happy to report that the stock is still looking
OK but could be better if there was not a drought.
Have weaned and sold all the bull calves as steers. I have found a new
breeder in Upper Hutt to take my last year’s x 2 heifers and x 2 of this year’s
calves. With the interest of the breed in mind I now own my own bull,
Rosemarkie Mort’s Ash, bought from the Rosemarkie stud of Helen McKenzie
& Warwick Potts.
Contemplating the arrival of winter, I recently sold my surplus stock to a
farmer down the road and re-grassed most of the farm. This means I will be
able to come into winter with good feed on hand, but perhaps still a little
overstocked, as have been caught with those white fluffy things due to the
Covid 19 shut down.
I’ll concentrate on my breeding line of 15 Red Poll cows; 10 spring calving and
5 autumn calving. Three of the five autumn calving R3 heifers have produced
a nice heifer calf each in the last couple of days (6 April). I have kept one
weaner bull to go into the sale in October to enthral the dairy market.
The truck is booked to spread some lime and I will get some fertiliser on soon
too. All is good for when we get back to the norm whatever that be!

Neil W Wilton
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Neil’s other Red Poll herd
Photo: Marsha Anderson (January visit to NZ)
First of the autumn calving heifers’ calves at Neil’s
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INTERNATIONAL RED POLL
CONGRESS SOUTH AFRICA,
March 2019. Part 1
Friday 6th March, Day One
Tonight, and the next two nights’ accommodation, is at the President Hotel in
Capetown. We’re looking forward to meeting the other tour participants. After
a short jaunt down the nearest main street, Warwick and I returned to find
Dan Schmiesing (USA) sitting in the reception area. He said that Albert &
Dorothy Hancock had also arrived. Dan said he had been on the same plane
as Karl & Bloom Wellington (Jamaica). We’d met June Ostigh & Mike Bassula
(Australia) earlier. Surprise – two more Australians that we (Warwick & Helen)
were not aware of - are also on tour, Douglas and Catherine Payne. Fellow
Kiwis, Graeme & Judy Evans, returned from their stay in a game park prior to
the Congress tour. Robin and Ayleen Dawes will arrive later in the evening.
Our Tour guide, Petrusa Marais, and the tour/Congress organisers, Sandra
and Pieter van Wyk, made themselves known to us at pre-dinner drinks.

June Ostigh, Petrusa Marais (Tour guide), Warwick Potts, Judy & Graeme Evans
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Saturday 7th March, Day Two
Unbeknown to us we had arrived during Capetown Cycle Tour Lifecycle week.
Today was the practice day for the 42nd edition of the biggest timed bicycle
race in the world which is happening tomorrow with some roads closed etc.
However, this morning we could still catch the bus from the hotel. We met
Nick Ellis, our larger than life driver. He took us down to the V & A Waterfront.
(Note named after Queen Victoria and her second son, Alfred, the latter
visited the port as a midshipman in 1860.)
From Wikipedia: “Situated in South Africa’s oldest working harbour, the 123

hectares (300 acres) area has been developed for mixed-use, with both
residential and commercial real estate. The Waterfront attracts more than 23
million visitors a year.
The complex houses over 450 retail outlets, including fashion, homeware and
curios, to jewellery, leather goods and audio-visual equipment. The V&A
Waterfront is also still a working harbour and fishing boats bring in fresh fish,
and larger container ships are towed in by tugboats.”

Photo: Petrusa Marais

Looking back from the waterfront across part of the Port area to Table Mountain

The coast road was a bit foggy but we arrived safely in clear skies to the
Aquarium in time to catch the #1 Sightseeing bus for the Red Bus City Route
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where we listened to headphones giving us a potted history of the various
buildings and sights along the way.
The original people living in the area were the Khoe Khoe.
Capetown was based on shipping and the noon gun (cannon) is still fired each
day. It has been firing regularly since 1806. “When ships dwelled in Table Bay

during the early 1800’s, the chronometers responsible for measuring their
longitude often lost time, but the noon gun helped them maintain accuracy.”
By Jana Barnard, “Your guide to Cape Town’s noon gun”.
António de Saldanha was the first European (Portuguese) to land in Table
Bay. He climbed the mountain in 1503 and named it Taboa do Cabo (Table
of the Cape).
Cape Town was founded in April 1652 when Jan van Riebeeck of the Dutch
East India Company set up a supply station there. Until the Suez Canal
opened in 1869 Cape Town was a major port on the route between the North
Atlantic and northern Indian oceans. Today it is the largest container port
handling fresh fruit in South Africa and still has major industries providing
repair and maintenance facilities for the West African oil industry and Asian
fishing fleets.
On our tour around we passed the Nelson Hotel famed for 5 star
accommodation and its high teas. John Lennon stayed there! We also drove
past District 6 where an informal settlement was razed during the Apartheid
era. Some of the land is still vacant. “In the 1980s housing for police and

army personnel and a Cape Technical College were erected. After the 1994
democratic election, claims for restitution were made by families, which had
been forced out of District Six. A large number of them have been given the
option to resettle in District Six or accept financial compensation.” [Wikipedia]
We drove past Devil’s Peak and Constantia. The latter now has wealthy
estates home to the likes of the author, Wilbur Smith, Mark Thatcher and Earl
Spencer, brother of Princess Diana. The area was originally known for its
vineyards with the first vines for winemaking planted in 1685 by Simon van
der Stel on 750 hectares. The first grapes were planted even earlier but were
to help prevent scurvy in sailors, not for wine! The area is known for
‘pinotage’ wine – considered South Africa’s signature variety.
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There were several roadside vendors who just set up shop under a tree and
offer goods on the footpath. Many sell souvenirs, others small household
goods. The area includes the Kirstenbosch National Botanical Gardens whose
emblem is the strelitzia (bird of paradise plant). The gardens are also famous
for the variety of cycads present, 37 out of the 40 or so from South Africa.
Many of these palm-like plants are endangered in their natural environment.
Baboons are a problem in this area and it is forbidden to feed them.
The surviving afro-montane forest on the foothills is highly protected and the
aim is to be rid of the non-native pine trees. The are also a lot of eucalyptus
trees and these are being kept when they contribute to amenity areas with
shade etc. The drive continued along through Hout Bay township, from which
the most extreme surf beach in South Africa, Dungeons Beach, is accessed by
a 15minute boat-ride. This beach is the venue of the Red Bull Big Wave Africa
Invitational Contest that takes place annually in winter. Not for the faint of
heart it has 15 - 20 foot waves, icy water, reefs and Great White Sharks!
South Africa has about 2,850kms of coastline in total. The best fish is snoek
when in season. As we continued on round the coast we passed through
Llandudno, a residential suburb of Cape Town, on the Atlantic seaboard of
the Cape Peninsula. There are no streetlights, shops or commercial activities.
This suburb has some of the most expensive residential property in South
Africa. We passed a line of hills known as the Twelve Apostles - actually more
than twelve! The hills and the sea are both
protected reserves with Southern Right whales to
be seen offshore at times. Further on we were
told the Camps Bay/Clifton Bay area is part time
home to many international movie stars with a
film industry that is worth 5 billion Rand annually.
Next along, Bantry Bay, is full of luxury
apartments too.
We passed the beautiful Green Point lighthouse,
the oldest operational lighthouse in South Africa,
first lit in 1824.
Greenpoint Lighthouse➢
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As we returned to the V & A Waterfront for lunch we saw the Cape Town
Stadium where some of the Soccer World Cup matches were held. Once back
at the waterfront we had time to spare until our lunch was to be ready. One
of the attractions on view was Nobel Square. Statues of four of the most
influential men in South Africa’s more recent history - left to right, Albert
Luthuli awarded it in 1960 for his role in the non-violent struggle against
apartheid; Bishop Desmond Tutu awarded in 1984 in recognition of the
struggle of South Africa’s black population during apartheid; FW de Klerk &
Nelson Mandela, both in 1993 for their roles in bringing about the fall of
apartheid. The square is a popular venue for buskers with several lining up for
their turn.

We also had time to visit a huge indoor market held in a vast warehouse.
There were individual stalls with beautiful local arts and crafts of many types.
Could have spent more time (and money) there.
The weather was hot and the waterfront was very crowded as we met at the
pre-arranged time to proceed to the Quay Four restaurant for lunch. Rounding
everyone up was a bit of a mission – not for the last time either!

25

 Enjoying the shade at Quay Four lunch table.
2.45pm and it is on to our own bus to travel to Table Mountain. We were
fortunate to have a beautifully fine day. The mountain is often covered in
cloud. It is 1,086 metres high. It consists of mostly sedimentary rock with the
top layer igneous. Now listed as one of the seven New Natural Wonders of the
World.
The cable car is one of only 3 rotating cable cars internationally. One rotation
per trip. A bit disorientating if you try and hang on to the walls or central pole.
The car holds 65 people and travels 765 metres vertically, from where the bus
stops part way up the mountain slope, to the top.
There is a café/shop on top of the mountain and a reserve for flora and fauna.
You are free to walk around the many paths and get the most amazing views
from both sides of the mountain. To the South is where the Indian Ocean
meets the Atlantic Ocean.
There was a fire on Lions Head, another large rock, further over. A helicopter
with a monsoon bucket was called in to assist the local fire engines. Exciting
stuff!
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View of Lions Head rock and the fire. Robben Island, top right corner;

where Nelson Mandela and others were imprisoned during apartheid years.
View from cable car.
On our return to the hotel it was up to shower and get ready for the formal
welcome dinner in a separate part of the hotel restaurant. Dinner was a set
menu with Beef Carpaccio starter, Chicken Supreme for mains and a
deconstructed Eton Mess for dessert. All very tasty.
All tour participants were given a goody bag (great lightweight backpack
actually) from the South African Red Poll Cattle Society. It included a very nice
programme with a map; individual write ups about the attractions and herds
we were going to see; a Red Poll cap, some biltong, rooibos tea bags,
sunscreen, lip balm etc.
We were welcomed by Pieter van Wyk on behalf of the South African Red Poll
breeders with good wishes for the tour. Pieter and Sandra had travelled from
their “Dammerskloof” stud at Riversdale – about 300 kilometres from Cape
Town- to be present. To be continued…
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Red Poll Society (UK)
If you would like to join to the Red Poll Cattle
Society (UK) contact secretary@redpoll.co.uk
or write to:
The Secretary,
1 Nabbott Road,
Chelmsford,
Essex CM1 2SW
The overseas membership subscription is £30 sterling; includes three printed
issues a year of the newsletter. The newsletter is also available to view on line
gratis.
Red Poll Merchandise
The UK Society has a fundraising 2020 Red Poll Calendar, branded sweat &
polo shirts etc for sale.
See their website under For Sale and Wanted – at the bottom is the
Merchandise.

FROM THE EDITOR
Hi Everyone,
Again, thanks to those who contributed to this newsletter.
Don’t forget the old saying that a picture is worth a thousand words – so send
me photos. Preferably with captions that explain which animal/s or
person/people it is. Watch the backgrounds for other cattle’s feet, grubby
behinds etc. I never say no (well, rarely) to the written word either!

Helen
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UK News
Review of the year 2019– J.R. Williams, Society Chairman
We have now left the E.U. with uncertainty of what the future of agriculture
will be, especially in the cattle industry. The T.B. situation is still no better in
the west side of the country which does cause a problem with sales and
showing of stock.
The Society Membership stands at 393, comprising of 252 Registering /
Registering Life, 80 Associate / Associate Life, 54 Student / Junior and 7
Overseas members.
Registrations for the year ended slightly up on last year with 795 Registering
females, 45 Grading females and 19 bulls. These were from 109 breeders.
The Society continued to sponsor 4 colleges to show cattle at the National,
Suffolk & Norfolk shows. These colleges are: Capel Manor, Easton & Otley,
Shuttleworth and Writtle. At both the Suffolk & Norfolk shows there were over
25 cattle being shown by college students in the various classes, whilst at the
National Show, Hertfordshire, Capel Manor and Shuttleworth took 14 cattle
between them.
The following shows held Red Poll classes with the Champions listed. The
National Show was held at the Hertfordshire Show which was a great success
with 55 cattle forward. Judge, Mark Cheetham did an excellent job.
South Suffolk – Nobodys King Midas, Joy Broughton (Judge – Thomas Blunt)
Shropshire
– Pinguis Frederick, John Williams
(Judge – Vivian Caust)
Hertfordshire (National Show) – Little Linton Ferdinand, Sam Taylor
(Judge – Mark Cheetham)
Suffolk
– Lavenham Brook Kirsty, Lady Getty (Judge – Terry Mancey)
Three Counties – Wheatfield Future
(Judge – Andrew Kirk)
Three Counties/Rare Breeds – Marsh House Winifred’s Eliza
(Judge – John Butler)
Cheshire
- Pinguis Frederick – John Williams
(Judge – Joy Broughton)
Royal Norfolk – Hopeham Fauzie, Sarah & Gerald Barnes
(Judge – Denis Jenkins)
Nantwich – Cancelled due to the weather
Westmorland - Pinguis Frederick, John Williams
(Judge – David Hunt)

29

The Inter-college competition held at Suffolk was won by Lou Drury, Capel
Manor and at Norfolk by Lara Cakebread, Easton / Otley College. Mollie
Bampton, Shuttleworth College was Champion Young handler at the National
show.
In addition to these shows Red Polls are shown at many other County and
other local shows competing in Native Breed or Rare & Minority Breed Classes,
a very big thank you to them for promoting the breed in such a positive way,
and congratulations to the winners.
In addition to these classes a very successful training day was hosted by
Shuttleworth College for the college students. This was held at the end of
April. There were various aspects of showing demonstrated culminating with a
competition, judged by David Hunt, Lois Honeywell from Shuttleworth College
being awarded Champion.
The National Herd Competition was won by John & Helen Langley’s Oakland’s
Herd, Bunbury, Cheshire. A very big thank you to Judge Andrew Kirk.
Regional winners were:
Midlands – Lawford Herd, Mark & Gill Martin (Judge – Helen Arthan)
East – Stapleford Herd, James Stygal (Judge – John Butler)
South – Cools Herd, Quentin & Maggie Edwards (Judge – David Hunt)
North – Oakland’s Herd, John & Helen Langley (Judge – Anthea Daw)
Thank you to everyone who entered the Herd Competition and to all those
exhibitors who entered the various shows. A big thank you must be given to
all the Judges who gave up their time to judge the various areas.
The Bledisloe Trophy which is awarded to the bull with the highest number of
points gained throughout the year in show and Herd Competition classes was
this year awarded, for the 2nd year running, to Nobody’s Eclispse, bred by Joy
Broughton and now owned by Daniel Powell.
The Annual Field day was held with a tour of the house and grounds at
Woburn Abbey, coupled with a visit to the Watergate Herd of the Hunt Family.
The Annual Dinner was held at Ullesthorpe Court Hotel, Lutterworth. The
following day a visit was made to the Lawford Herd of Mark & Gill Martin, both
events were well attended.
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The Judges Standardisation day was held at Capel Manor College, Enfield,
many thanks to Paul Grainger and his team for organising a very successful
event.
The Society had a presence at various events throughout the year with Beef
Expo at Junction 36, Kendal, and the Smallholders Show at Builth Wells being
the standout events. A big thank you to the late Simon Temple for providing
the stock for Beef Expo and to Helen Arthan for the stock for Builth. A big
thank you to everyone assisting at manning the stands.
The Society continue to publicise the breed in various publications throughout
the year with the Smallholder Magazine and the ARK proving particularly
encouraging in gaining interest for the breed.
The Society has decided to start building up a DNA profile database of the
breed. To date all bulls registered in 2017, 2018, 2019, and all AI bulls have
been tested and profiled using Neogen’s Igenity Beef Profiling. A selection of
females have also been tested so that superior females and males can be
matched and bred from in the hope of producing genetically improved bulls
for which semen will be collected to be used by the membership. Members of
the Breeding Committee, plus a few other members, spent a very informative
day at Neogen’s Laboratories in Ayr, Scotland.
The Society continue to look forward in all aspects of the breed, long may it
continue.

FROM THE FILES
Mark
Fleming
getting milk for his
tea at Invercargill
Royal Show, 1999
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KAIHINAU REPORT
To all members who are deemed essential; in fact, quintessential.
So many people take for granted the earth upon which we walk. It’s diversity
is represented by all the life forms found on the planet we call Mother Earth,
and we are the ultimate beneficiary from it. People still hold to a philosophy
which is, in itself, earthbound e.g. agriculture. Other philosophies are on the
basis of provisional wealth, divorced from the basic facts of origins. We are
now in a situation which has a total philosophy of wealth creation. The end
doesn’t justify the means. It will determine what the outcome will be.
Our farm is just starting to respond to Autumn rains, no doubt like others in
drought affected areas. All seasons are challenges in their own respective way
and we rely on the experience and good advice of those who have already
been through similar situations and passed on their knowledge to us.
In spite of the drought, our cows are looking very well, their calves likewise. I
stand bemused to see a cow fussing over her calf when all it gives her is grief
with violence while it still extracts the last drop of milk! We are definitely
going to wean earlier this year and they can bellow all they like.
Our representation of members means we have met with and get reports
from North to South of the country. We send our sincere sympathy to the
Shepherd family, a most valued part of our Red Poll family. We have been
welcomed into their home many times, as with others, and have appreciated
their hospitality very much. Gena’s warm ready smile, her stories of teaching
in the far north and her ease of being such a great hostess were qualities
Kelvin and I admired.
“Kua hinga ra te totara nui i te wao o Tane. E kui, haere atu rā. Ano i tupu
mai nei he kahuri totara ... haemata i te wao nui a Tane.”
A great tree in the kingdom of Tane has fallen. Esteemed elder, farewell. But
once again the saplings of the Totara will rise in the kingdom of Tane to bring
the fruits sowed from the great tree who has now fallen.
Our greetings to you all,

Kath and Kelvin Lane
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Photo: Kelvin Lane
Last year’s heifer calves from Pongaroa grazing at Kaihinau Road. Now 18
months of age.
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A BIT OF HISTORY
From the UK Red Poll magazine, 1926.

(Thanks to UK Red Poll Society archivist, Joy Broughton)
RED POLLS IN NEW ZEALAND
-----------FORGING AHEAD EVERYWHERE
-----------A pleasing as well as an interesting review of the Red Poll breed in New
Zealand, has recently come to hand from Mr Norman Inder, Secretary of the
New Zealand Red Poll Cattle Breeders’ Association. Mr Inder, in the course of
his criticisms of the breed in New Zealand, which, not withstanding the
drawback now being experienced through the inability to import bulls from
England, states that Red Polls are still making considerable headway. Mr Inder
in deploring the fact that importations from England are not likely to be
permitted at present, expresses regret that this is impossible, for the reason
that the Government Agricultural Department are anxious to import stock
from England. His comment on the breed and his testimonial to its ability to
thrive under trying weather conditions opportunely synchronises with an
equally pleasing pronouncement in almost identical terms from South Africa.
VISITS FROM HOME COUNTRY BREEDERS DESIRED.
Mr Norman Inder, to use his own words, says, “Everything is going well with
the breed here and they are forging ahead. Unfortunately, we are having an
awful season, with a very severe drought, but the Red Polls are showing their
worth by holding their own in both condition and production.” Proceeding with
some further references to the breed as a whole, the writer says that some
breeders are breeding strongly for milk production, and not giving the
attention that they should to colour, and he is very insistent on breeders
generally in New Zealand in no way sacrificing the dual-purpose
characteristics of the breed. It can be said at once that in this respect Mr
Inder has the whole hearted support of breeders in the home country, who
realise that the whole secret of the success of the Red Poll breed has been
absolutely dependent on the maintenance of its dual-purpose characteristics.
Naturally, and in order that first-hand information of the policy of the home
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country breeders should be forthcoming, a cordial
invitation is extended to prominent breeders in Great
Britain to visit the herds in New Zealand. There is
evidently what Mr Inder says, a strong community of
interest between breeders in Great Britain and New
Zealand, and the latter are ready to accord a hearty
welcome to any members of the parent Red Poll Society
who should visit them in New Zealand.
Mr Norman Inder ➢
Mr Norman Inder raises a protest concerning a remark made by an Ipswich
gentleman, Mr John D. Cobold, in a lecture he gave at Ipswich a short time
ago, in which he said that he was surprised that there were no Red Polls in
New Zealand. Mr Inder, in protesting against this statement, says it has
created a false impression in the home country concerning the Red Poll breed.
In contradiction of the assertion Mr Inder remarks that in 1924 as many as
823 calves were registered, and these appear in the last published volume of
the New Zealand Society’s Herd Book.

Mr Norman Inder’s Red Poll cow Dominion Louvain,
1st prize and Champion at the New Zealand Royal Show
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AN IMPOSING DISPLAY OF RED POLLS
No better or more positive proof of the growth of the extension of the Red
Poll breed in New Zealand could be needed than the March issue of the “New
Zealand Farmer” a fine agricultural publication. On one page, full of
illustrations of Red Polls at Dannevirke Show, there appears the heading: Red
Polls the Coming Breed”. These and other illustrations give added interest to
the editorial matter concerning the activities of Red Poll breeders in general,
and the displays at the leading shows. At the great show at Dannevirke, at
which there was, according to the “New Zealand Farmer,” “an imposing entry
of 47 all told,” it ranked, “in size and importance with the pedigree Jerseys.”
Further, it is interesting to relate, according to the agricultural expert of the
“New Zealand Farmer,” “times have indeed changed and no longer is the Red
Poll breed regarded as a curiosity. Within a remarkably short time the breed
has grown considerably in numbers, and judging by the class of cattle
exhibited at Dannevirke this year, breeders are improving their herds as well
as building them up in size.” No wonder complaint is made that a visitor from
England to New Zealand should have returned home and said that there were
no Red Polls there.
Equally interesting is the New Zealand Farmers references in an earlier issue
to the Red Poll Section at the last New Zealand Royal Show, which stated to
be larger than at the inaugural show in the preceding year, and which were
notable from the all-round improved quality. In connection with the advance
the breed is making as was well reflected at the various shows, a tribute is
paid to the work of Sir Heaton Rhodes, who is proclaimed as the pioneer of
the breed in the Dominion.
GOOD PRICES IN NEW ZEALAND
Yet another indication of the extent to which the breed is finding favour is the
result of a sale held early last November when 18 head of bulls, cows and
heifers were sold for an average of over 44 guineas. The ten bulls averaged
41 guineas, the top price being 70 guineas for a yearling, the get of Gresham
Masterful, which Colonel R. C. Batt sold to the New Zealand Government for
their own herd. The females, which also sold up to 70 guineas, averaged 48½
guineas.
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The New Zealand breeders held their annual meeting on the occasion of the
Royal Show towards the close of last year, when Mr J. W. Harding was again
re-elected President. Mrs P. R. Woodhouse, than whom there is a no more
enthusiastic supporter of the breed in New Zealand, and who a few years ago
made a tour of inspection of Red Poll herds in this country, was again among
those elected to the Council.
AUSTRALIAN BREEDER’S WISE WORDS
According to the report of the Meeting, special interest attached to an address
on the exhibits and the breed in general by Mr P. E. Evans, of Lima East,
Victoria, Australia, who undertook the work of judging at the Royal Show. His
remarks not only afforded yet once again further proof of the inherent dualpurpose properties of the Red Poll, but evidenced yet once again the
extraordinary unanimity of all breeders of Red Polls, no matter in which part
of the world they foregather, as to the absolute necessity of maintaining these
characteristics. Being a breeder with a long experience, Mr Evan’s views are
worth quoting. He said, “their hardiness and docility made them ideal cattle
from the dairyman’s point of view, and their dual-purpose characteristics gave
them a place among the grazing cattle. It was necessary to adhere to the
dual-purpose type and not go too far along the line of wholly milk production.
He liked the cattle before him at the show, but there was just a tendency to
breed them too fine. If they went on doing that they would be apt to lose the
great foraging qualities of the breed, and that would mean loss of type and
constitution. Breeders could rest assured that the Red Polls would milk all
right, and they could quite safely breed them a bit thicker. I have a large herd
in Victoria and over 90 cows in one group averaging four gallons a day.”
In reference to the difficult task of breeding to a hard and fast colour, to
which no other cattle breeder was so rigorously tied down unless it was the
Aberdeen Angus, Mr Evans stressed the point that the ideal thing was a deep
rich red, and he strongly recommended New Zealand breeders to concentrate
on that.
THE DUAL-PURPOSE TYPE ESSENTIAL
Finally, in a further reference to the many newspaper cuttings from New
Zealand publication, and among them that excellent Journal the New Zealand
Dairyman, reference may well be made to the good missionary work of Mr.
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Inder, the Secretary of the New Zealand Society. Therein it appears, that Mr.
Inder is finding many recruits among the younger generation of farmers, and
that through a visit he recently paid as judge to the Southland Show, he was
instrumental in aiding a number of new members as well as securing a large
number of registrations. As an enthusiastic Red Poll champion, breeders in the
home country are certain to welcome such declarations as he made to new
members when he said: “we must not lose type in the search for heavy
producers.” He also gave expression to other views which will coincide with
those of breeders of longer standing in this country. He emphasised “the
peculiar suitability of a Red Poll bull to head an ordinary cross-bred herd of
dairy cows. Many dairy farmers go in for de-horning their cows, but they
adopt the primitive method of chopping the horns off. Others adopt the much
more humane and natural method of breeding them off. To attain this end
without impairing the milking abilities of the herd, there is only one method
possible and that is to use a Red Poll sire. His great prepotency will insure at
least 80 percent of polled offspring, whilst they will nearly all carry his rich red
colour. The Red Poll will also transmit his other attributes of docility, longevity,
constitution, etc., all of which are assets in a dairy herd.”

From the files
Dawn Mist Emirate
(ET)
By
Balla
Balla
Bellamy
out
of
Garthmyl Eject
At Rosemarkie Stud
2013. Emirate left
us
some
nice
daughters.
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ROSEMARKIE REPORT
Safely home after the big trip away. Most unfortunately we lost a couple of
days in South Africa and missed out on Kenya completely. Certainly enjoyed
South Africa and would recommend a visit there anytime but a local guide
would be a good idea.
Came home to 14 days’ isolation, no lights in the newer (early 1980’s) part of
the house and a large wasp nest above the meter box preventing us having
an electrician to check out the wiring. The wasps are the smaller European
ones, normally no trouble to us at all, with seemingly mild manners and no
desire for fruit from the apple tree. Maybe they’ve overheated something?

[Now all operational – it was mice chewed a cable, 23 April, Helen]
We are very fortunate that the plugs (TV, kettle!) and stove all still work so
we have improvised a light in the living room using a plug in light on a stand
from the workshop and have a bedroom standard lamp (not too big) in the
kitchen. The bathrooms and bedroom it’s daylight or torch!
Out of isolation on Tuesday so will hopefully be able to get some more
effective wasp killer and/or call in the Regional Council professionals.
We’ve now had about 7 inches of rain since we returned home and the grass
is now growing. Haven’t weaned the heifer calves and 3 keeper bull calves yet
but sold the surplus bulls before we went away to a local dairy farmer who
plans to keep the top couple for use in his herd and fatten the rest.
This isolation has meant Warwick working from home courtesy of a work
supplied laptop and cell phone, dropped off at the gate, before the 4 week
lockdown began.
More time together has seen a few other jobs get done around the place too.
Keep safe, Helen & Warwick
Photos Back Cover:
Top:
Athbey cows and calves
Bottom:

Cows and calves enjoying some baleage at Evanlea Stud
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